Durham and Deerness Valley Methodist Circuit
Information for Churches
Visiting Preachers

If the Circuit Planners have arranged for a supernumerary or visiting preacher to take a service in your church, then the Circuit will bear the cost of the appointment.

If  your church has invited  a visiting preacher from outside the Circuit, e.g. for some special occasion, then the expense must be borne by the church. The appropriate fees are :-  
(i) a preaching fee, (ii) travelling expenses, and possibly (iii) accommodation expenses.    
The current rates are :-


     Preaching fee £25 (till August 2017)

          Car travel expenses 45p per mile


     Accommodation is often covered by local hospitality, but if this is not  possible the cost should normally be borne by the local church.

Local Preachers


If a local preacher requires transport to fulfil an appointment, then the onus is on the local church to provide it. If no such provision is available then the preacher may need to travel by public transport (if available) or by taxi, and present the cost to the local church, or in exceptional circumstances, to the circuit. 
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Guidelines for churches seeking financial help for property work
General Guidance
· Financial help for property work is available from the Circuit, from the District and from the Connexion but it is expected that churches will contribute from their own reserves as far as is possible.

· Applications for help should be made well in advance of the proposed starting date of the work (unless there is extreme urgency so that work has to be started immediately) and should certainly not be made retrospectively.
· Churches are reminded that permission to carry out work, other than minor work, must be sought even if it is proposed to fund the work entirely out of church funds. You need Property Consent if (among others) :

(i) Structural changes are to be made to the property

(ii) This would include small projects such as installing a ramp or a disabled toilet

(iii) There is no financial limit on such schemes below which consent is not required. All structural changes to Methodist buildings need prior consent.
(iv) This does not include routine internal or external maintenance that does not involve structural change.

(v) Consent is needed if you are seeking financial help from Circuit or District Advance Funds, or from Connexion.

(vi) If consent is needed you should contact the Circuit Property steward in the first instance, who will be able to direct you to the District Property Secretary if necessary.

· Funds are not available from Circuit, District, or Connexion for ordinary maintenance.
· After formal permission to proceed has been granted, an initial inquiry or statement of intent should be made to the Circuit Finance Team via the Treasurer, when advice will be given on the financial approach to be made (eg. to Circuit, District, or Connexion)
· With large developments churches will need to consider putting a team of members together to plan, oversee, and control the work of the proposed development.
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Application for grants for Property schemes from the Circuit Advance Fund

· The Circuit Finance Team can consider applications for grants from only the Circuit Advance Fund. These will be examined at its next meeting for recommendation to the following Circuit meeting. The Team will use the latest financial statements made by the churches and may wish to see recent Quinquennial Property reviews. A representative from each of the churches making application may attend the meeting to discuss the application

· In general priority will be given to planned schemes intended to improve the mission of the church, or which are necessitated by statutory and security measures, or from urgent work arising from Quinquennial inspections.

· Grants from Circuit Advance Fund are not available for ordinary maintenance.

· It is extremely unlikely that grants from CAF will exceed 35% of the total cost, so churches are expected to present their plans for meeting the rest of the cost.

· Applications to the Finance Team for financial support should be made on the attached form and sent to the Circuit treasurer.

· The dates by which applications should be received for the earliest possible attention are, September 1st.,November 1st., February 1st., and May 1st.
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Application for Financial Assistance for Property Schemes from
 Circuit Advance Fund

1. Church  ______________________________________________________

2. Contact name _________________________________________________
3. Details of work proposed (more specific detail can be given on separate sheet if required) 

4. How will this enhance the mission of the church?
5. Give details of any statutory requirements involved

6. Expected starting date ____________
Expected finishing date ___________
7. Have you sought permission from District Property Committee? ___________
   Connexional Property Committee? ___________
8. Total cost of work  £__________________
9. Is this the estimated or final price? ________________
10. What amount of your church’s restricted fund (if any) is available in support of this work? £ ___________________
11. How much is in your unrestricted fund?  £______________
12. How much of the unrestricted fund can you commit to the work?  £_________
13. Amount requested from Circuit Advance Fund £____________
14. What percentage is this of the total cost? _________%
15. How do you expect to raise the balance needed? 

16. Give details (and the outcome) of any help (financial or other) that has been sought from other sources

17. If there is outstanding work required by the quinquennial  review please give details and estimated cost
£___________________
18. Please give the church membership _______ and the average weekly attendance____________
19. Give any other information that you feel is relevant to the application

Signed ______________________________________________

Church office held _____________________________________

Date __________________________
